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2025 Board of Directors
Officers

Directors

Physician Volunteers

Hector Guerra, Chair
Katie Pearson Klein, Vice Chair
Norma Flores-Ruiz, Treasurer
Alexis Garcia, Secretary
Felicia Villarreal, Immediate Past Chair

Christy Caric-Ball
Claudia Chanin
Carola Chapa
Velda De La Garza
Daniela Dwyer 
Rabbi Nathan Farb

Aissa Garza
Debra Goetz 
Yvonne "Bonnie" Gonzalez
Peg Graham, Ph.D.
Samira Mohamed, MD
Lucia Thompson

Dr. Fernando Otero
Medical Director

Dr. Norma Garcia
Ass. Medical Director

Dr. Fredricka Borland
Breast Health Director

Thanks to our physician volunteers, our
quality care reaches more uninsured people, every day.



In 2024, we marked an incredible milestone - 60 years 
of  unwavering service to the families of  Hidalgo County. 
For six decades, Access Esperanza Clinics has been a 
trusted resource for compassionate, high-quality 
preventive and reproductive healthcare.

Our services have helped families welcome healthy children and supported
patients in pursuing their education, careers, and life goals. Through timely
screenings and preventive care, we’ve detected health issues early and
connected patients to life-saving treatment. Many have earned diplomas or
degrees, lifting their families, while others credit our cancer screenings with giving
them a second chance at life.

I am deeply proud to work alongside an extraordinary team of  staff  and board
members whose dedication powers our mission every day. We are 60 years
strong and remain committed to building a healthier future for all in our community.

Patricio Gonzales, 
MSSW-LMSW

CEO

Senior Staff

Clinics

Patricio Gonzales, MSSW-LMSW
Chief  Executive Officer

Melinda Cruz
Clinic Operations Director

Norma Garza
Chief  Financial Officer

Kathryn Hearn
Community Services Director

Rachelle Chen
Lead Clinician

Celeste Velasquez
Director of  Grants & Evaluation

Martha Leos
Education Supervisor

Luis Heffner
Development Coordinator

Rev. English Clinic & Admin

Rev. Bruce Galloway Clinic

Edinburg Clinic

Weslaco Clinic

302 S. Veteran’s Blvd.

901 S. James St.

916 E. Hackberry Ave, Suites A & B

1201 N. Conway



Breast Health
Clinical breast exams
1,945 people received free
diagnostic mammograms
and/or sonograms
Clinical breast assessments with
follow-up care as needed

12,559
women and

men received a

clinical breast exam

Medical Services
We believe quality healthcare should never depend on your income.

That’s why our clinics uphold the highest medical standards—
ensuring every patient receives exceptional, judgment-free care.

11,211 patients received a wellness check-up and as needed:

Health and Wellness Assessment
Physical Exam
Counseling on Nutrition and Healthy Life Practices
Screenings and Basic Management: Diabetes, Cholesterol,
Hypertension, and Amenia

78%
tested for

STIs

Sexually Transmitted

Infections
In-house testing and treatment for chlamydia, gonorrhea, and syphilis
Rapid and confirmatory HIV testing, with treatment referrals
In-house lab and same-day results for many tests
45,596 condoms provided through the clinics and over 10,000
distributed for free in community outreach

Cervical Health
Pap tests check for abnormal cells
and possible cervical cancer; with
HPV testing and typing
Colposcopy and biopsies to
diagnose and Cryotherapy to
remove abnormal cells before they
become cancer

7,333
Pap tests

performed



53%
new patients

88%
age 18-39

96%
qualified by
income for

free services

28%
3+ children

42%
no children

At the heart of our care 
is a simple belief:

 5%
increase from 2023

17,240
patients

Everyone deserves the tools and 
support to plan their families and

futures on their own terms. 

Our team worked closely with patients to
help them set personal reproductive life
goals—whether that meant planning for a
pregnancy or preventing one—while
balancing health, education, family, and
career aspirations.

We made access easy. Patients could
receive birth control on their first visit and
after a year’s supply or a long-acting   
3-year arm implant or 5-12 year IUD.

In addition to preventing unintended
pregnancies, patients had access to
preconception health services, infertility
counseling, and support for achieving
pregnancy when ready.

Every clinic offered a wide range of  options
for contraception to meet individual needs,
including:

Daily Pill Weekly Patch Monthly Ring

3-month Shot Condoms and OTCs

Long-acting IUDs and Arm Implants

Emergency contraception (Plan B) gives 
one last chance to prevent a pregnancy
you’re not ready for.



76%  GOVERMENT GRANTS
12%    SERVICE FEES
5%  FOUNDATIONS, GIFTS
4%  IN-KIND DONATIONS
3%  FUNDRAISING EVENTS

$10,591,834

Revenue

87% CLINIC SERVICES
6%  ADMINISTRATION
4%  COMMUNITY EDUCATION
3%  DEVELOPMENT

Expenses

$9,722,837

Thank you to Our Funders
Primary funding comes from the Texas Health and Human Services

Commission, with additional support from:

Argosy Foundation
Blue Cross Blue Shield
Clayton Fund
Community Development Block
Grant, City of McAllen
Knapp Community Care Foundation
Methodist Healthcare Ministries

Peierls Foundation
Texas Dept. of State Health
Services
Texas Infertility Prevention Prog.
Texas Women’s Foundation
Title X, Every Body Texas

2024 Financials

Access Esperanza Clinics operates as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.

This publication is supported in part by the Office of Population Affairs (OPA), in the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Health (OASH), of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial

assistance award totaling $513,242 with 100% funded by OPA/OASH/HHS. The contents are those of the author and
do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement by, OPA/OASH/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

For more information, please visit opa.hhs.gov. 



From Donna to Alton to Alamo, weekly

outreach at local flea markets helped us

reach 6,401 community members. 

Educating Our Community

670

Our Promotora peer educators brought

care directly to the community, going door-

to-door in colonias and neighborhoods,

visiting over 

education and outreach events 

33,453 adults and teen at: reached

Businesses
Flea Markets
Vocational Schools
Colleges & Universities

Service Agencies
Community Events
Public Housing
WIC Centers

140+
volunteers

UTRGV’s Office of Community
Engagement recognized our

volunteer partnership with Erika
Perez’s UNIV classes with a 2024

Community Partner Award

1,600 people. 



Texas Regional BankEZ Scape Frost
John Gonzales Jr. Hector GuerraLoring Cook Foundation

Palacios, Garza & Thompson, PCHeffner Design Team

Felicia Villarreal
GAPE Group, LLC
Gilda and Robert Bowen
Jim and Kathy Collins
Jim Granchelli
J. Edgar Ruiz
Katherine McAllen
Kathryn & Jim Hearn
La Doble M Resteraunt
Lone Star National Bank
Larry & Patty Falleck
Lone Star National Bank
Margaret Graham, Ph.D.
Mario & Diana Reyna
Melden & Hunt, Inc
Methodist Healthcare
   Ministries

Aissa Garza
Ann V. Millard Ph. D.
Bill Ruppert
Carola J. Chapa
City Cafe
City of  McAllen
Dale & Klein, LLP
Debra Goetz
DHR Health
DLS Industrial
Dr. Antonio Esparza &
   Barbara Guerra
Dr. Fernando Otero
Dr. Fredricka Borland
Dr. Norma Garcia Otero
Edwards Abstract &
   Title Co.

Mission Regional Medical
   Center
Montalvo Jewelers
Nicole & Juan Carranza
NOMA Studio
Palacios, Love Law Firm
Patricio Gonzales
Pet Doctor 911
Ruby Red Hospitality
Socialife Magazine
South Texas College
The Law Office of
   Sharon Almaguer
UBEO
UTRGV Foundation
Yvonne “Bonnie” Gonzales

Thank You to Our Annual Supporters

AEC
   Board of Directors
AEC Senior Staff
Alexis Garcia
Ambiance Flowers
   & Rentals
Barn White
Bonita’s Flowers
Daniela Dwyer
CC&Co
Cappadona Ranch
Claudia Chanin
Cowboy Chicken

Double Tree Suites
Eternal Wellness
Gayle Martin
House Wine & Bistro
Irene Ramirez
Jennifer Rektorik
Jessica Monroe
Katie Pearson Klein
Kaylynn Norman
Jo Fisher
L&F Distributers
Lar*Gesse
Lucia Thompson

Luis & Andrew Heffner
Luis Sottil
Macaroni Grill
Martha Leos
Melinda Cruz
The Hon. Nora Longoria
Oh Kay’s
Patio on Guerra
Patricio Gonzales
Chef Rick Cid
Salt New American Table
Venessa Ramon


